News, Notes and Queries have been the result of tophi-large deposits of chalky concretions composed of needle-shaped crystals of monosodium urate. Unfortunately, if any tophi survived after two millennia in the soil, they were not recognized at the excavation and subsequent cleaning of the skeleton.
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News, Notes and Queries Lopes left after his death five children, three girls and two boys. One of the latter studied at Winchester College, and was granted £30 a year by the Queen to enable him to complete his studies.
As to Lopes' secret adherence to Judaism, L. Wolf has brought seeming evidence of his connexions with the underground synagogue at Antwerp. There exists an unsigned letter sent to him from Antwerp, dated 18 February 1594, thanking him for subscribing money 'for the Divine Worke and the accustomed seremonyes which are there used'.
Here two things must be emphasized. The trial had already begun in 1593, and the letter was used as evidence of Lopes being a Jew in secret. We must also remember that when Lopes was hanged, he declared that he loved the Queen as much as he loved Jesus Christ (which raised much derision among the populace, who considered him a Jew Clowes speaks about the treatment of a London merchant, who had been seriously wounded by gunshot whilst in a ship at sea. After taking out the shot, the patient being in a rather bad condition, Lopes was called in:
Then there was ioyned withe me maister Doctor Lopus, one of her maiesties phisitions, which afterward shewed himselfe to be both careful and skilfull, not only for his counsell in dyeting, purging and bleeding, but also for his direction of Arceus apozema, amongst others it wrought most singularly: the proofe thereof I never had untill that time, but since I have used it, and I have found it a treasure for the curing of wounds in the breast, whose composition I will here set down.... This text can be found in the editions of 1588 and 1591. Clowes seems to have been impressed by Lopes' ability as a physician. 402 News, Notes and Queries But it is worthwhile to note-and we don't think that it has been done yet-that Lopes' name does not appear any more in the edition of 1596. We hear again about the treatment of this merchant: 'Then they ioyned with me one of her maiesties phisitions, who directed him to take Arceus apozema, which certainly did worke most excellently wel, the proofe thereof I never had seene untill that time, but many times since I have used it . . .'.
If we remember that Lopes was hanged in 1594, we can understand why his name was wiped out of Clowes' book... 'Sic transit!'
We would like to explain the meaning of the so-alled 'Arceus apozema'. This is a long formula of plant ingredients to be made into a decoction. It is interesting to note, that the formula is not exactly the same in the three editions. The first edition (1588) has seven ingredients in the first part of the formula, the second edition (1591) Could give a dram of porson that would slay At the end of the yeare, the moneth, the week, the day.
(in Zeman)
The Queen herself seemed not to have been impressed by this accusation; we know that two years after its publication, in 1586, Lopes was appointed physician to the
Queen. 403
News, Notes and Queries By that time, Robert Devereux, Earl of Essex, had followed the example of Leicester (who, by the way, was his stepfather), and for about one year had been the new favourite of the Queen. He was only twenty years old and rather impulsive.
Lopes and Essex were first of all both involved in the same political party, backing the Portuguese Pretender Antonio, but after the failure of Drake's expedition, everything changed.
Lopes was charged with having violated professional confidence about Essex to Antonio. Then, he is said to have reported to the Queen part of Essex' intrigues. Besides, he refused to act as a spy on behalf ofEssex.
After his first interrogation, during which Lopes could not be really accused of anything serious, the Queen was told by Robert Cecil that Essex had been rather rude to Lopes. She was very upset and scolded Essex, calling him 'a rash and temerarious youth'. This was too much for the impulsive Earl whose hatred of Lopes reached a new climax.
Whilst in that gloomy mood, Essex remembered the former accusation that Lopes was 'skilled in poisoning' and forged the accusation of having planned to poison the Queen, news which was widely circulated among the populace. Then Lopes was doomed: such is the terrible strength of calumny. (Zeman) This text could be used as a good example of an anti-Jewish statement, although Lopes was only 'descended of Jews'. We are close to the character of the 'Jew of Malta', or the 'Merchant of Venice', who are said to have been conceived on the pattern of Lopes.
A whole book could be written about Dr. Roderigo Lopes. We have not tried to bring the whole story of his political trials and errors, but wanted to stress his medical achievements, his connections with relatives and Marranos and also the terrible power ofjealousy and calumny which led to his tragic death.
Dr. Lopes was certainly a most striking figure within the very picturesque gallery of portraits of Elizabethan England.
